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near the palace. She was at a loss how to get in -undiscovered, till
she thought of putting- herself into the coverlet of a bed and lying
at length, whilst Apollodorus tied up the bedding and carried it on
his back through the gates to Caesar's apartment. Caesar was first cap-
tivated by this proof of Cleopatra's bold wit, and was afterwards so
overcome by the charm of her society that he made a reconciliation
between her and her brother, on condition that she should rule as his
colleague in the kingdom. A festival was kept to celebrate this rec-
onciliation, where Caesar's barber, a busy listening fellow, whose ex-
cessive timidity made him inquisitive into everything, discovered that
there was a plot carrying on against Caesar by Achillas, general of
the king's forces, and Pothinus, the eunuch. Caesar, upon the first
intelligence of it, set a guard upon the hall where the feast was kept
and killed Pothinus. Achillas escaped to the army, and raised a
troublesome and embarrassing war against Caesar, which it was not
easy for him to manage with his few soldiers against so powerful a
city and so large an army. The first difficulty he met with was want
of water, for the enemies had turned the canals. Another was, when
the enemy endeavored to cut off his communication by sea, he was
forced to divert that danger by setting fire to his own ships, which,
after burning the docks, thence spread on and destroyed the great
library. A third was, when in an engagement near Pharos, he leaped
from the mole into a small boat to assist his soldiers who were in
danger, and when the Egyptians pressed him on every side, he threw
himself into the sea, and with much difficulty swam off. This was
the time when, according to the story, he had a number of manu-
scripts in his hand, which, though he was continually darted at, and
forced to keep his head often under water, yet he did not let go,
but held them up safe from wetting in one hand, whilst he swam
with the other. His boat, in the meantime, was quickly sunk. At last,
the king having gone off to Achillas and his party, Csesar engaged
and conquered them. Many fell in that battle, and the king himself
was never seen after. Upon this, he left Cleopatra Queen of Egypt,
who soon after had a son by him, whom the Alexandrians called
Caesarion, and then departed for Syria.
Thence he passed to Asia, where he heard that Domitius was beaten
by Pharnaces, son of Mithridates, and had fled out of Pontus with a
handful of men; and that Pharnaces pursued the victory so eagerly,
'that though he was already master of Bithynia and Cappadocia, he
had a further design of attempting the Lesser Armenia, and was in-
viting all the kings and tetrarchs there to rise. Csesar immediately
marched against him with three legions, fought him near Zela, drove
him out of Pontus, and totally defeated his army. When he gave
Amantius, a friend of his at Rome, an account of this action, to ex-
press the promptness and rapidity of it he used three words, I came,